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Your details
Organisation name : THE ARCHITECTURAL HERITAGE SOCIETY OF SCOTLAND  
Title : Mr

Full Name 
(including surname) : MARTIN ROBERTSON, AHSS National Conservation Committee 
chairman. 

Address : National Office, 15 Rutland Square, Edinburgh
Postcode : EH1 2BE
Phone : 0131 557 0019 

Email : martinbrobertson@btinternet.com  /  mailto:nationaloffice@ahss.org.uk

Consent

I am responding as
Individual Group/Organisation : Group
Key Objective 1 

To provide a strategic context and holistic approach and vision for Argyll and Bute 
Council’s heritage activity: 

Q1. Do you agree with the approach detailed under key objective 1? Pages 12 – 14 
Yes : Yes.  

No 

Undecided 
Please give details : 
While Historic Scotland is destined to continue as an identifiable body, reference to 
the overall body of Historic Environment Scotland may be more appropriate here.  
“Environmental crime” needs to be elaborated on or cross referred to elsewhere. Fly 

tipping and general littering is a problem not just for locals, but for the image and 
promotion of historic sites and tourist areas. (Foreign visitors comment on this). 

“Intentional dereliction” can be difficult to prove, but more obvious flaunting of 
conservation policy needs a robust administration to follow it up. It is not always 
about vandalism.  

Q2. Do you agree with the Actions being proposed to deliver key objective 1? Page 68 
Yes : Yes. 

No 
Undecided 
Please give details : The AHSS offers consultation input on heritage issues through 

its National Conservation Committee and regional cases panels, in this case the 
Strathclyde Group Cases Panel.  

 
Key Objective 2 

To highlight the wider contribution our historic environment can play in the development of 

the economy, creating and maintaining a strong sense of place, social wellbeing, 
sustainability and climate change. 

Q1. Do you agree with the approach detailed under key objective 2? Pages 15 – 29 
Yes : Yes 

No 

Undecided 
Please give details : The role of voluntary groups and community input needs to be 

emphasised. As noted above, the AHSS can play a positive, but there are also 
others with specific interests and expertise (eg the North Clyde Archaeological 
Society). Similarly, bodies such as the Scottish Civic Trust, which represents a 

range of civic bodies, can provide valuable input. (The SCT has a data base of 

mailto:martinbrobertson@btinternet.com
mailto:nationaloffice@ahss.org.uk


relevant civic groups across Scotland).  
There is reference to the Strathclyde Building Preservation Trust which has ceased 
to operate. This raises the questions of continuity and security of assets and 

projects over time.  

Q2. Do you agree with the actions being proposed to deliver key objective 2? Page 69 
Yes : Yes 

No 
Undecided 

Please give details 
 

Key Objective 3 

Identify the key challenges and opportunities facing Argyll and Bute’s historic environment 
and make recommendations as to how these might be addressed. 

Q1. Do you agree with the approach detailed under key objective 3? Pages 30 – 32 
Yes : Yes 

No 
Undecided 
Please give details : This requires pre-emptive and supportive action. 

Monumentenwacht and Traditional Buildings Health Check (TBHC) as launched in 
Stirling provide suitable and valuable precursors.  

(http://traditionalbuildingshealthcheck.org/).  
We are pleased to see reference to a Buildings at Risk identification programme for 
Argyll and Bute. The official register only covers listed buildings and those in 

conservation areas. The listing programme needs ongoing review and may not have 
covered significant buildings within A & B. Some buildings of great potential within 

a grouping, but not sufficiently important to list, may not be covered. Some 
groupings may not be suitable for formal designation as conservation areas. The  
Buildings at Risk Register offers a combined benefit of preservation and 

opportunities for development such as through adaptation. An A & B register could 
add to and go beyond the formal register listings and should be promoted as a 

resource to potential developers and investors.  

Q2. Do you agree with the actions being proposed to deliver key objective 3? Page 70 
Yes : Yes 

No 
Undecided 

Please give details
 
Key Objective 4 

To identify the key challenges and opportunities facing the councils existing heritage 
assets and make recommendations as to how these might be addressed and prioritised. 

Q1. Do you agree with the approach detailed under key objective 4? Pages 33 – 39 
Yes : Yes 

No 

Undecided 
Please give details :  
Our comments in the previous section apply here too.  
Some assets may not be specifically considered heritage, but still be relevant. 
These could include approach roads and paths, signage, park and natural 

environment. As heritage is a component of the tourism industry and cultural 
background of communities, the presentation of heritage and access is also very 

important. 

Q2. Do you agree with the actions being proposed to deliver key objective 4? Pages 71 – 

http://traditionalbuildingshealthcheck.org/


72 
Yes : Yes 

No 

Undecided 
Please give details 
 
Key Objective 5 

To devise a mechanism for prioritising future heritage projects around Argyll and Bute and 

to identify council and other external funding streams to enable successful delivery. 
Q1. Do you agree with the approach detailed under key objective 5? Pages 40 – 43 
Yes : Yes 

No 
Undecided 
Please give details : Heritage projects need not be limited to listed buildings or 
conservation areas. Encouragement should be given to general maintenance and 

improvement of older areas where this addresses the specific qualities of areas that 
imbue them with attractive and unique characteristics. 

Q2. Do you agree with the actions being proposed to deliver key objective 5? Page 73 
Yes : Yes 

No 

Undecided 
Please give details
 

Key Objective 6 

To promote access to Argyll and Bute’s heritage assets and extend the diversity of heritage 

activity. 
Q1. Do you agree with the approach detailed under key objective 6? Pages 44 – 55 
Yes : Yes 

No 
Undecided 
Please give details : More emphasis should be given to good access through a 
number of means, eg walking / disabled access, cyclists an motor vehicle together 
with better parking. We are aware of excellent progress in some, but not all historic 

sites and environments. This can be both a means of encouraging visits and a 
problematic symptom of success. Detail guidelines may not be appropriate here, but 

rather in a parallel document. We envisage aspects such as locating of parking so 
that it doesn't detract from the integrity of historic sites, provision for coaches, 
more suitable passing places on narrow remote roads etc.  

Q2. Do you agree with the actions being proposed to deliver key objective 6? Page 74 
Yes : Yes 

No 
Undecided 
Please give details 
 
Key Objective 7 

To promote positive development management and intervention for Argyll and Bute's 
historic environment. 
Q1. Do you agree with the approach detailed under key objective 7? Pages 56 – 67 
Yes : Yes 

No :  

Undecided 
Please give details : The AHSS has particular interest in interventions into the historic 



environment, whether as restoration, adaptation or “new heritage” such as new 
buildings and extensions that contribute to the overall character of an area. It is in 
such instances that communities and groups representing their interests need to be 

given the opportunity to provide input.  
This overlaps with that noted under Objective 3 for Buildings at Risk.  

Q2. Do you agree with the actions being proposed to deliver key objective 7? Pages 76 – 
78 
Yes : Yes 

No 
Undecided 


