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Ms. Diana Garrett 

Development Management 

City of Edinburgh Council  

4 East Market Street  

EDINBURGH 

EH8 8BG  

 

Dear Ms. Garrett: 

 

RE: 17/02108/LBC, 61 High Street, South Queensferry, EH30 9HN 

 

Thank you for the opportunity to comment on the above planning application. The proposals relate to a B-Listed 

residence, part of an early-19th-century tenement.  The Forth & Borders Cases Panel of the AHSS has considered the 

proposal and wishes to make the following comments. 

 

Proposed works include the potential removal of the door of an Edinburgh press as well as the removal of tilework 

surrounding a kitchen fireplace. The panel objects to the removal of the press, as this would be a loss to a distinctive 

interior element important to Edinburgh architecture. It also wishes to comment on the tilework, stating that if the work is 

particularly decorative, original, and/or in good condition, it should be retained. 

 

Accordingly, the AHSS wishes to object to the proposal, which conflicts with the following non-statutory guidance: 

 

Edinburgh’s Listed Buildings and Conservation Area Guidance: 

 

Page 20: ‘Buffet recesses are an important feature in the dining rooms of listed buildings, particularly in the New Town, 

and should be retained.’  

 

Page 20: ‘Chimneypieces, along with fireplaces containing original features are part of the decorative history of a building 

and are often central to the design of a room…Original or later chimneypieces or fireplaces of interest should not be 

removed…’ 

  

The proposal also conflicts with Edinburgh’s Local Development Plan, Policy ENV 4: 

‘Proposals to alter or extend a listed building will be permitted where  

. a)  those alterations or extensions are justified;   

. b)  there will be no unnecessary damage to historic structures or diminution of its interest…’ 

 

We therefore place our objection accordingly. 

 

Yours faithfully, 

 

Alastair Disley, Convenor 

on behalf of the Forth & Borders Cases Panel 


