
 

AHSS Cases Panels  |  National Office  |  15 Rutland Square, Edinburgh EH1 2BE 

0131 557 0019  |  nationaloffice@ahss.org.uk  |  www.ahss.org.uk 

The Architectural Heritage Society (AHSS) is a registered charity: SC007554REG. The Society is registered as a Company Limited by Guarantee: SC356726 

Speaking for  
Scotland’s Buildings 
 

@theahss 

15th June 2017 

 

 

Mr Stephen Dickson 

Development Management 

City of Edinburgh Council  

4 East Market Street  

EDINBURGH 

EH8 8BG  

 

 

 

Dear Mr Stephen Dickson 

 

RE: 17/02192/LBC | 6 Hillside Crescent Edinburgh EH7 5DY 

 

Thank you for the opportunity to comment on the above planning application. The proposals are for an A listed property 

which was designed by William Henry Playfair in 1823 and built, slightly altered, in the 1880s. Part of the so-called 

‘Calton Scheme’, the Crescent was one of Playfair’s few domestic commissions. The Forth & Borders Cases Panel of the 

AHSS has considered the proposal and wishes to make the following comments. 

 

The applicants wish to replace the existing doors with new glazed double doors to the front sitting room and the kitchen 

on the ground floor level. This intended replacement of doors and the insensitive slappings in the walls would result not 

only in the disruption of the currently aligned placement of kitchen and drawing room doors, but also in the unfortunate 

and unjustified loss of potentially original and/or historically significant fabric. The non-statutory council guidance for listed 

buildings clearly states that “doors that form part of the architectural composition of a room or plan should be 

retained…new door openings…should be correctly detailed with matching doors and architraves. They should not 

incorporate features such as glazed panels.” Furthermore, the panel has also expressed some concerns over the 

proposed erection of a “free-standing furniture-bathroom” in the master bedroom on the first floor, which completely 

disregards and disrupts the inherent dignified character and proportions of this prominent principal room. 

 

Accordingly, the AHSS wishes to object to the proposal. 

 

Yours faithfully, 

 

Alastair Disley, Convenor 

on behalf of the Forth & Borders Cases Panel 


