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Service Manager - Planning                                                             
                                                                                                        22 February 2017                                                                                      
East Lothian Council                                                                       Your Ref: 17/00014/P 
John Muir House                                                                             My Ref: 17.05 [EH42 1EP]                           
 Haddington EH41 3HA                                                                    Allied Case: 

 
Dear Sir 
Thank you for giving the Society the opportunity to comment on the following planning application. 

 
17/00014/P         4 Silver Street, Dunbar EH42 1EP                OBJECTION 
Proposal: Roof windows. 
 
The Society objects to the proposed unsightly proliferation of roof windows intended in this 
scheme of attic conversion: to form 2 new bedrooms and a shower room out of the attic space 
over the upper flat, of the corner, 2-storey flatted house on the NW angle of the cross roads where 
Silver Street, running down from the High Street, meets Church Street running N-S along the 
contour, and the house faces east, down Colvin Street, towards the shore.  A side gate in Silver 
Street gives entrance to the forestair at the rear (west) of the upper flat. The house is of sandstone 
rubble with a slate roof, free of any other features between its gable chimneys and skews. It is 
not a Listed Building, but it is a picturesque traditional 18th century house, in a very prominent 
central position in the old Burgh, which is a designated Conservation Area. The contribution of 
this house to the special character of the conservation area was recognised by town-scheme 
grant aid to renew its traditional sash and case wooden windows with small panes. 
 
The floor plans supplied are incorrect in that they fail to show the existing south gable windows, 
which are shown on the south elevation drawing, and provide more light to the interior of each 
floor. There is space for a new matching attic window beside the chimney, which would provide 
a more pleasant view from the new south bedroom, without resorting to roof windows. The attic 
stair rises against the east (front) wall and is adequately lit by an existing front window, so that a 
roof window in addition is unnecessary above. The north bedroom provides a quite limited 
useable area, which would be adequately lighted by a single conservation roof window, bearing 
in mind that a Velux which faces into the sky admits 40 per cent more light than an upright window 
of the same area.  
 
The east front of this fine house is the most important aspect of the house, and it would be quite 
possible to achieve the conversion of the attic space as desired by confining all roof windows to 
the rear (west) slope of the roof, and making no alteration to the unbroken slate expanse of the 
east (front) roof slope. This would ensure that the present valuable contribution of the house to 
the special character and amenity of the Conservation Area will be preserved. The Society urges 
the Council to negotiate this desirable change to the present proposals, or to refuse this 
application. 
 
 



 

AHSS National Office  |  15 Rutland Square, Edinburgh EH1 2BE 

0131 557 0019  |  nationaloffice@ahss.org.uk  |  www.ahss.org.uk 

The Architectural Heritage Society (AHSS) is a registered charity: SC007554REG. The Society is registered as a Company Limited by Guarantee: SC356726 

President: Simon Green MA FSA FSA Scot.  

Speaking for  
Scotland’s Buildings 
 

@theahss 

 
POSTSCRIPT 
Under-slate ventilation must not require upstanding vents on roof slopes: use patent under-eaves 
continuous inlets, and exit at the ridge, which would give a more efficient, and invisible, system. 
 
 
Yours 
 
Sarah Pearce  
On behalf of the East Lothian Cases Panel 


