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Service Manager - Planning                                                             
                                                                                                         16 February 2017                                                                                      
East Lothian Council                                                                       Your Ref: 17/00044/P 
John Muir House                                                                              My Ref: 17.02B [EH31 2BD]                           
Haddington EH41 3HA                                                                   Allied Case:17/00045/LBC 

 
Dear Sir 
Thank you for giving the Society the opportunity to comment on the following planning application. 

 
17/00044/P         Whiteholm, Whim Road, Gullane,EH31 2BD              OBJECTION 
Proposal: Alterations to building (part retrospective). 
 
The Society objects to the  irreparable harm to the interior character of this Listed Building by 
the proposed alterations involving the unnecessary removal of the original chimneypiece and 
grate and the obliteration of the fireplace position from the second-best bedroom of this 
detached, 2-storeys, T-plan ‘Colinton Cottage’ style house, designed by Sir Robert Stodart 
Lorimer (1864-1929) in 1906, for A Spottiswoode Ritchie, on Gullane Hill, facing south, 
overlooking Gullane Links from which its distinctive twin 2-storeys square bay windows are 
familiar, slate hung with decorative fish-scale diamond detail , and roofed by bell-cast, ogee twin 
slate roofs joining into the main roof of this harled house, roofed in small thick Scots slates, 
mitred at the angles. There are dressed stone triangles, with a blind opening, in the apex of 
each gable of the cross-range, from which the twin bay-windows project. The house, as seen 
from the golf course, is an iconic feature, and it is the only house from the famous Whim Park 
development at Gullane Hill, where so many  contemporary architects’ work is to be seen, to 
have been chosen to represent it,(as  fig 96)   in Colin McWilliam’s  book on The Buildings of 
Scotland; LOTHIAN except Edinburgh ,and it is familiar to its many users. The bedroom 
concerned is served by the upper part of the left hand (west) projecting bay window; the best 
bedroom by the right-hand bay.. 
 
 The house was Statutory Listed Category-B, on   7 DEC 1988 (HBNUM: 1393), and is included 
in the designated Gullane Conservation Area. Scottish Planning Policy and Historic 
Environment Scotland Policy Statement June 2016 further the statutory requirements of Section  
59 of the Planning (Historic Buildings and Conservation Areas) (Scotland) Act 1997 that in 
consideration whether to grant planning permission for development which affects a listed 
building or its setting a planning authority shall have special regard to the desirability of 
preserving the building or its setting or any feature of special architectural or historic interest 
which it possesses.   
 
The fireplace in bedroom 2 is its principal feature of architectural or historic interest, and it is 
essential to maintain the special interest of the room. The plan of the upper floor of Whiteholm, 
has 4 bedrooms and 3 bathrooms, arranged with bedrooms 1 & 2 in the south cross-wing, and 3 
&4 at the north end of the main wing, separated by a large chimney stack. The Listing 
Description notes exceptionally, ’’INTERIOR: well-preserved original details;’’ and bedrooms 
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1,2&3 still retain original fireplaces, each of individual form, designed by Lorimer, who wrote, 
’’When you go into a room first it ought to give you a sort of total impression  .... of colour or light 
and shade, or of charm  and lucid order.’’ (quoted in Glendinning et al, 1996  A History of 
Scottish Architecture, p 340). Bedroom 2 is narrower E-W than Bed 1, and to light the part of the 
room remote from the bay-window, has an additional window for illumination, to the right of the 
fireplace in the west wall. The asymmetrical placing of fireplace and window in the west wall are 
the deliberate composition of Lorimer, with a tall recess to the left, to create the individual 
character of the room, together with careful details of design of joinery and other trades to be 
specified so as to create the impression intended. The fire has a domestic scale, with a white 
wooden surround, rising to projecting cornice acting as a mantle shelf. A thick grey marble inset 
with a simple bull-nose moulding, frames a reeded cast iron grate,, complete with its fire basket 
and fire-bricks ready to receive an economical coal fire. It has recently been opened up after 
being closed off after central heating was installed.  Filled with local pine-cones it would be a 
suitable bedroom feature, fitted with a toughened glass inset and a flue restrictor (to be a 
sensible stand-by in a bad winter, or when the oil finally runs out?) The fireplace is the designed 
focus of thIs pleasant room and it should be respected in any plan for alteration.  
 
The applicant proposes to form a fourth bathroom which would be ‘en-suite’ with Bedroom 2, 
while also being made accessible by others via a joint entrance lobby, the space for the new  
bathroom and lobby to be achieved by reducing the area of Bedroom 2. As the entrance door is 
in the north wall, in the NE corner this must be the position of any lobby, and the proposed 
scheme would occupy a continuous strip 1.9m wide, across the north end of the room, from the 
lobby until the west wall, to include the single window there. The interior size of the new 
bathroom, with bath (& shower over), basin and w c would be 1.8m x3.9m long: an excessive 
size equal to the two smaller bathrooms put together, and including by accident apparently, part 
of the fireplace in the west wall, which it is now proposed will be removed entirely and the 
fireplace blocked up. It is proposed to extend the lobby at an angle further into Bedroom 2, 
which will then have been transformed to an irregular space, only half the area it formerly had, 
and with no focus or character as it was designed to have by Robert Lorimer. 
 
AN ALTERNATIVE configuration, to this unsympathetic current proposal based on habit and 
outdated thinking, is possible once it is accepted that a bathroom in the 21st century does not 
always require natural light, or 100mm diameter waste pipes, but can be positioned with greater 
freedom and be warm welcoming short-use service spaces, artificially lit and ventilated, 
whenever a sensor indicates an occupant. If the same sanitary equipment is positioned in a 
1.9m strip parallel to the east wall of Bedroom 2, running 2.3m southwards from the same lobby 
(with the bath E-W across the further end of the more compact bathroom, and all pipes and 
services run in a hollow stud wall on the west side of the bathroom) there would be space for 
access and a new wardrobe at the south end, facing the built-in existing wardrobe. The great 
advantage of this configuration would be the continued preservation in situ of the whole west 
wall with window and fireplace in their intended arrangement, as designed by Lorimer. The 
character of the room will be altered by any change, but this proposed alternative east-side en-
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suite would be much more sympathetic than that currently proposed, and should be designed 
for ease of future dismantling, to recover the full extent of the room as designed. 
 
The use of an extract fan from the new bathroom, as is proposed, is an inefficient and 
expensive old-fashioned idea: a ventilation unit with a heat exchanger will use the heat from 
used air to pre-warm new fresh air, fed into the interior. The Proposed use of the chosen design 
of patent plastic extract vent outlet would in any case be found abortive, because it is designed 
specifically for wide, thin  Welch slates of uniform size and spacing, and will be found 
incompatible to introduce into the roofs of Whiteholm, which are thick Scots slates, irregular in 
width, and graduated in length. Some other form of outlet should be explored, for example a fan 
assisted extract from a heat exchanger could be led out under the roof eaves. 
 
The information given in the application form makes curious reading: The sensitivity to the 
original Lorimer design, apparent in the excellent drawings, is at odds with the destructive 
disregard for the respect due to the original fireplace of Bedroom 2 in the positioning of the 
north-side en-suite. It is not unknown when a designer has a forceful client, he may draw the 
demanded scheme to illustrate the extent of its true horrer, and rely on the planning authority  
to reject it. In the present case a pre-application discussion allowed the planning officer to ask 
for a site meeting,  with the applicant and the appropriate officer of HES. Perhaps the 
unsuitability of the damaging proposals may have led to a an expectation that the applicant 
would be advised to think again, but in the event the HES officer failed to grasp the potential 
threat to the special interest of the house, and raised no objection. It is unprofitable to 
conjecture why this happened, but this Society will most strongly support the Council in refusing 
the applicant consent to remove or alter the Lorimer fireplace in Bedroom 2. 
 
POSTSCRIPT 
The planning history of this house of special interest, shows that previous to the present linked 
PP and LBC applications, there had never been any works requiring permission/consent in the 
period recorded (about 20 years), and this fact,  coupled with the Listing description that the 
interior  has ‘’Well preserved original details’’,  suggests that the house was formerly maintained 
as a ‘time-capsule’, but that the LPA may reasonably expect many more ill-judged proposals for 
change, from now on. The Council should suggest that the owner should commission a 
Conservation Plan for the house, from a Conservation Accredited historic buildings architect 
familiar with Arts & Crafts houses, to guide any further adaptation of the building to modern life.  
Meanwhile the Council may  rely on this Society to support its efforts to protect Whiteholm from 
harmful proposals, despite the apparent indifference of HES. 
 
 
Yours 
 
Sarah Pearce  
On behalf of the East Lothian Cases Panel 


