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         Date 19th February 2017 

 

Re: March Street Mills, March Street, Peebles 

 

Thank you for your consultation on the above planning application. 

 

The Forth & Borders Cases Panel of the Architectural Heritage Society of Scotland 

(AHSS) has considered the application and we object to various elements of the 

proposals.  We note that the entire site is within the Peebles Conservation Area, and 

it is worth highlighting some of the current Conservation Area Statement (July 2012).   

 

“It is evident that within the Peebles Conservation Area there is a wide range 

of building types, styles and periods. These all reflect the history, diversity and 

development of the town. Properties range from single storey and upwards, 

depending on location. Building materials vary from whin stone, sandstone, 

harl, slate and in some instances a flat red clay tile. Architectural details 

range significantly, transom lights, fanlights, rybats, margins, dormers, quoins, 

along with a wide range of other elaborate details such as turrets within the 

Conservation Area.” 

 

“As all of these elements contribute to the Conservation Area, together they 

all form its character, any new development or alterations must respect the 

individual building and the wider Conservation Area. It is therefore important 

that all of these individual features are taken into account.” 

 

The administration building (or “20th century range”), fronting March Street, is easily 

the most important individual building on March Street and makes a significant 

contribution to the whole Peebles Conservation Area.  It has a raised ground floor, 

harled walls, a prominent and good quality slate roof punctured only by a single 

skylight, and tall, original six-over-two light sash windows, with a single canted bay 

window to the west.  Its value lies in the way that this form carefully bridges the 

domestic and the industrial in scale and design. 
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This block is high quality, both inside and out, in good condition, and easily capable 

of re-use in commercial or business use.  The fact that its most important rooms 

exclusively face the street opens up numerous possibilities for intervention as part of 

the re-use process, either with or without the attached mill building behind, and the 

issue of access could thus be solved from the rear in a multitude of ways.  The 

basement floor height, while restricting some more radical conversion possibilities, 

would be ideal for any business that combined storage with office facilities. 

 

The administration building is the one key existing element of the site that must be 

saved from demolition, as it is the link between the site and the town in scale and 

form.  Few original mill buildings now remain in Peebles, and alongside the Holland 

and Sherry main block, this ranks as the most important direct survival of the high-

quality buildings that mill owners chose to place on the public-facing front of their 

mill.  As it takes up a modest proportion of the overall site, retention of this unusual, 

historically important, and carefully proportioned building must be a priority. 

 

We welcome the proposal to retain the adjacent cottage on March Street as-is, 

although care should be taken in the removal of any attached elements to ensure a 

coherent whole remains.  The main gates form an important part of the site’s history, 

and ideally would be retained in situ to maintain the existing form of the March 

Street frontage, but if practicalities prevent this, their relocation and restoration 

elsewhere on the site would be an acceptable alternative. 

 

Elsewhere on the site, we welcome the proposal to retain and restore the Old Engine 

House.  The mill building to the rear of the administration block (“20th Century mill 

extension”) has a characteristic feature of hip-gabled roofs, as seen from both the 

main entrance and Dovecote Road/Lade, and we would welcome proposals for 

this building that involved the retention of this roof form, or its echoing in 

replacement proposals. 

 

The largest mill building (“Principal mill sheds”) is also clearly visible from Dovecote 

Road, and its façade to this front is of good quality, with a large number of windows 

to both the roof and wall, which would open up a number of possibilities for this front 

being converted rather than replaced. 

 

At present, the proposals to demolish the existing 20th century Administration building 

conflict with policy EP9.  The building is capable of beneficial use and is in good 

condition, it can easily be adapted to accommodate alterations to the rear, 

including access improvements, and its loss will severely detract from the character 

of the Conservation Area due to its unusual, good quality design and historical 

significance.  Its retention does not affect the design proposals for the remainder of 

the site, and thus there can be no justification for its demolition. 

 

Accordingly, the AHSS wishes to object to the proposal. 

 

Yours faithfully, 

 

Alastair Disley 

on behalf of 

Forth & Borders Cases Panel 


