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Falkirk Council 

Municipal Buildings 

West Bridge Street 

Falkirk 

FK1 5RS 

 

julie.seidell@falkirk.gov.uk 

3rd February 2017 

Dear Ms Seidel, 

 

RE: FK/01/01 | 5 Register Street, Bo’ness | P/16/0786/LBC 

 

The Forth & Borders Cases Panel would like to make the following comments on the 

above application. The property is listed in Category B and is located in the Bo’ness 

Town Centre Conservation Area. The proposal is to make external and internal 

alterations to the property. 

 

We feel that the extent of alterations proposed (or already undertaken) are 

inappropriate for a building of this listed status. The external alterations to the 

concerned elevation would, or may have upset the original fenestration, which is 

mentioned in the listing description for this property 

(http://portal.historicenvironment.scot/designation/LB22400).  Such alterations are 

also likely to damage the original character of the streetscape. The doorway should 

not be converted into a window, but if not required, should be internally blocked. 

 

Furthermore, the interior alterations proposed appear similarly extensive, though this 

is difficult to accurately clarify, as the existing layout of the interior cannot be easily 

identified - no plans attached to this application show the existing layout, or identify 

downtakings. For a building of this significance and whose listing pertains particularly 

to its interior as well (being a part of the former Custom House) this lack of material is 

inappropriate to achieve an informed decision on this planning application. 

 

However we would particularly object to the division of the existing main ground 

floor window to serve two rooms.  This is inappropriate to its historic importance as a 

single window.  We note that the window above has historically suffered this fate, 

but in both cases their use as bathrooms should not have any obscured glazing 

inserted, as this will again disturb the external symmetry of this important façade.  

The cases panel would therefore like to object to this partially retrospective 

application. 

 

Yours faithfully, 

 

Alastair Disley, on behalf of the Forth & Borders Cases Panel 
 


