
 

AHSS Cases Panels  |  National Office  |  15 Rutland Square, Edinburgh EH1 2BE 

0131 557 0019  |  nationaloffice@ahss.org.uk  |  www.ahss.org.uk 

The Architectural Heritage Society (AHSS) is a registered charity: SC007554REG. The Society is registered as a Company Limited by Guarantee: SC356726 

Speaking for  
Scotland’s Buildings 
 

@theahss 

15 June  2017 

 

Ms. Barbara Stuart 

Development Management 

City of Edinburgh Council  

4 East Market Street  

EDINBURGH 

EH8 8BG  

 

Dear Ms. Stuart: 

 

RE: 17/02170/LBC, 27-29 George Square, Edinburgh, EH8 9LD 

 

Thank you for the opportunity to comment on the above planning application. The proposals relate to a B-Listed building 

located within the University of Edinburgh campus, which is also part of a Conservation Area.  The Forth & Borders 

Cases Panel of the AHSS has considered the proposal and wishes to make the following comments. 

 

The proposed alterations to the building include replacement of windows and many window elements (including 

ironmongery and glazing), the removal of interior doors, and the removal of a rear exterior door (to be filled with cement). 

In terms of impact to the building’s historic value, the panel would first object to the wholesale replacement of windows 

and original window elements without a proper detailed conservation report as proof of individual window failure. 

Secondly, the panel objects to the replacement of panelled interior doors, and suggests that alternative means of 

complying with fire regulation should be investigated in more detail. Lastly, the removal of a rear opening at ground level 

is inappropriate, and its filling with cement will most certainly damage the surrounding stonework.  

 

George Square is a sensitive area of the University campus, already subject to significant redevelopment in the last fifty 

years. Therefore, special attention should be given to remaining listed buildings as a record of the University’s history. 

Accordingly, the AHSS wishes to object to the proposal.  The proposals conflict with the following non-statutory council 

guidance:  

 

Edinburgh’s Listed Buildings and Conservation Area Guidance: 

 
Page 13: ‘Original windows are important features of any building and should not be removed or altered. The complete 

replacement of original windows will only be approved where they have clearly deteriorated beyond practicable repair. 
Proposals must be accompanied by evidence demonstrating that they are beyond repair; a professional survey may be 
requested. In the event that replacement windows can be justified, they should be designed to replicate the original details, 
including materials, design and opening method…’ 

Page 19: ‘Doors that form part of the architectural composition of a room or plan form should be retained. Where they are 

redundant in terms of circulation, they should be locked shut and left in position, rather than being removed.’  

Page 14: ‘Original [exterior] doors are important features of any building and should not be removed or altered. The complete 

replacement of original doors will only be approved where they have clearly deteriorated beyond practicable repair. Proposals 
must be accompanied by evidence demonstrating that they are beyond repair; a professional survey may be requested.’  
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The proposal also conflicts with Edinburgh’s Local Development Plan, Policy ENV 4: 

‘Proposals to alter or extend a listed building will be permitted where  

. a)  those alterations or extensions are justified;   

. b)  there will be no unnecessary damage to historic structures or diminution of its interest’ 

 

We therefore place our objection accordingly. 

 

Yours faithfully, 

 

Alastair Disley, Convenor 

on behalf of the Forth & Borders Cases Panel 


