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Dear Ms Garrett 

 

17/02214/LBC GF-1F 45 York Place Edinburgh EH1 3HP 

 

Thank you for the opportunity to comment on the above planning application. The proposal is to convert a series of 

offices into five flats over four floors and insert new rooflights in the front and rear roofs. The Forth & Borders Cases 

Panel of the AHSS has considered the proposal and wishes to make the following comments. 

 

The proposal would involve extensive alterations to the layout of this B-listed building, with the division of several 

principal rooms into smaller spaces. As such it would represent an unacceptable overdevelopment of the site and a 

diminution of the building’s interest. Furthermore, we felt it was not appropriate to replace the rooflights with those of a 

different design using uncharacteristic materials such as aluminium. 

 

The council’s guidance on Listed Buildings and Conservation Areas (p.19) states that ‘The original plan form of a building 

should always be respected’ and ‘There will be a particular requirement not to sub-divide, either vertically or horizontally, 

principal rooms’. With regards the proposal to alter the rooflights, council guidance maintains that any windows ‘should 

be designed to replicate the original details, including materials, design and opening method’ (p.13). Additionally, local 

plan policy Env4 requires there to be ‘no unnecessary damage to historic structures or diminution of its interest’. In our 

opinion this proposal contravenes both the non-statutory guidance and the Local Development Plan; therefore, the AHSS 

wishes to object to this application.  

 

Yours faithfully, 

 

Alastair Disley, Convenor 

on behalf of the Forth & Borders Cases Panel 

 


