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25th January 2019 
 
Place 
City of Edinburgh Council  
4 East Market Street  
EDINBURGH 
EH8 8BG  
 
To whom it may concern, 
 
RE: George Street and First New Town redesign 
 
The Forth & Borders Cases Panel of the AHSS has examined the proposals on which you are consulting, the 
supporting documents and wishes to make the following comments. We will complete the online survey, trying to fit 
our concerns into your comment boxes. 
 
Our primary concern is the visual impacts to George Street as a neoclassical symmetrical axis, which has been 
described by the sculptor Alexander Stoddart as ‘the greatest monumental axis in the West.’ The introduction of the 
new seating areas contributes towards a total loss of symmetry, along with the cycle path to only one side. Long 
axial views down George Street were an integral part of the New Town design and this is completely compromised 
in this plan. 
 
Trees are not a traditional element of New Town Streets (reserved for the originally private gated gardens). The 
vista along George Street is significant and should not be compromised. If trees were to be added, they should be 
symmetrically planted to create an avenue, to tie in with the symmetry of the street. We are also concerned about 
the future impact of trees on the historic buildings and foundations, especially to properties with basement areas 
and subsequent basement retaining walls to the street.	  Trees would also impact views of and from each listed 
building on George Street, specifically pedestrian and tourist enjoyment of the streetscape and architecture. Along 
with the buildings, there are numerous listed monuments that will be obstructed by these trees (particularly those 
that are only 5-10m high, of Thomas Chalmers, Pitt and George IV). 
  
It is our view that car access is an essential aspect of the street: George Street has always had a transport aspect 
of its character, and encouraging transit will help to promote George Street as a destination and support the 
businesses along it. We would therefore prefer that some car parking spaces are retained, as we believe that this 
would help to preserve the historic environment through economic usage. Furthermore, the provision of parking for 
residents will encourage permanent residency in an area increasingly occupied by hotels and holiday lets. 
Permanent residency mixed with other property uses in the area is more compatible with Local Development Plan 
policies and Conservation Area management. 
 
 



	  

Chairman: Martin Robertson 
AHSS Cases Panels | National Office | 15 Rutland Square, Edinburgh EH1 2BE 
0131 557 0019  |  nationaloffice@ahss.org.uk  |  www.ahss.org.  

The Architectural Heritage Society (AHSS) is a registered charity: SC007554REG. The Society is registered as a Company Limited by Guarantee: SC356726 

0131 557 0019  |  nationaloffice@ahss.org.uk  |  www.ahss.org.  

The Architectural Heritage Society (AHSS) is a registered charity: SC007554REG. The Society is registered as a Company Limited by Guarantee: SC356726 

Speaking for  
Scotland’s Buildings 
	  

@theahss 

We appreciate the Council’s plans to make George Street a more publically-used space, but would prefer to see a 
more flexible approach to the design, which could allow for different events without creating a new rigid 
streetscape. Specifically, moveable planting could allow for symmetry during some times of the year, but could be 
moved when necessary to create more space as and when needed. We note however that creating a vibrant, 
mostly pedestrianised city centre space is difficult, unlike what has happened to North Castle Street. 
 
We are concerned that the creation of two lanes of cycle pathway will create a barrier across the length of George 
Street which will in fact make it more difficult for pedestrians to cross over the cycle path at busy times, which might 
affect the way that people use the street and the amenity it affords residents and visitors alike. However, perhaps 
discussions with Spokes, or similar organisations, could resolve matter by way of lights or speed limits for cyclists. 
We would prefer to see two separate, single-lane cycle paths on either side to maintain symmetry. 
 
It is our belief that the materials proposed for the George Street redesign are inappropriate. The scheme appears 
to mirror Castle Street, which uses non-traditional materials, which have a different appearance and texture from 
the setts used in the New Town originally. We believe they would not enhance the World Heritage Site.  
 
In conclusion, we are not wholly convinced by the reasoning and strategy presented in this proposal justifying the 
drastic irreversible changes proposed to what might be considered the most important street in the World Heritage 
Site (WHS). There have been many other permitted developments in recent years that are threats to the WHS, 
which have been in the press and media, with the possible result of placing Edinburgh on an ‘at risk list’ and 
ultimately its delisting as a WHS. We are concerned that the proposals as they stand would diminish the special 
historic interest of the street itself, the New Town Conservation Area and indeed the World Heritage Site. We are 
however, very grateful for this public consultation and respect the process through which we may input and voice 
our concerns. 
 
The AHSS’s comments on the consultation may be modified when firm proposals come forward.  
 
Yours faithfully, 
 
Mathew Reilly, Convenor 
on behalf of the Forth & Borders Cases Panel 
 


