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Present:  William Agnew, Richard & Morag Austin, John Beaton, Krystyna Campbell, Sheila Christie, Morag Cross, Jocelyn 
Cunliffe, Christopher Dingwall, Bill Fawcett, Robert Garnett, John Gerrard, Simon Green, Mike Harrison, Yvonne Hillyard, 
Iain Holland, Neil & Rosie Hooper, Elaine Kuwahara, Ian Low, Jilly McLeod, Mabel Muir, Peter Robinson, Caroline & 
Emmanuel Roussot, Lena Sideri, Henrietta Simpson, Adam Swan, John Whittall and Brian Young 

   LS taking minutes. 
 

@theahss 

MINUTES… 
63rd  NATIONAL ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING 

 

 

1. Apologies 

Apologies received from: Michael Atkinson, Oliver Barratt, Ross Burgess, David & Jan Coughtrie, Kathleen Dalyell, 
Peter Drummond, Margaret Gilfillan, Jean Gowans, Elizabeth Graham, Sarah Kettles, John Knight, Hamish 
Macbeth, John Mackay, Caroline McFarlane, Andy & Carolyn McNab, Graham McNicol, Hamish & Ann 
McPherson, Peter Ranson, Anne Riches, Iona Roberts, Martin Robertson, Jeremy Watson and Iain Wotherspoon. 
 
2. Approval of Minutes of the 62nd AGM, held at Mackintosh at the Willow, Glasgow, on Saturday 27 
October 2018 at 2.00pm 

Accepted as a true record of the meeting. 
Proposed: Jilly McLeod 
Seconded: Yvonne Hillyard 
 
3. President’s Address 

 
Simon Green (SG), President of the AHSS, welcomed everyone to Perth Cathedral, St Ninian’s and invited 
Christopher Dingwall (CD) to say a few words. CD extended a warm welcome on behalf of the Vestry & the 
Cathedral. 
   
SG expressed thanks to our Regional Groups for their work and appreciation to the AHSS Chair, Martin Robertson 
(MR) for all his hard work during the past year highlighting that recent Council meetings had been short, concise 
and focused. SG also thanked Lena Sideri (LS) for her hard work during the past year.  
SG noted that sadly, the past year was a year of loss for the Society: a past President, Shelagh Charteris, Dowager 
Countess of Wemyss and March, had passed away; also Bill Beaton who had contributed an incredible amount of 
work to the Society since the 1970s  and Christine McWilliam who had continued Colin McWilliam’s work, 
maintaining Colin’s memory 
  
Our Magazine has been a great voice of the Society and for other heritage organisations. SG thanked our Editor 
Abigail Daly (AD) for her hard work as well as all the contributors for their input. The events we organise are 
incredible: we produce a wider variety than other Societies, but we do need to expand. 
SG expressed personal thanks and gratitude to Hamish Macbeth (HMcB) for his work during the past ten years; 
HMcB had been indefatigable, hardworking and determined and we are grateful to him for putting the Society’s 
finances on a firm footing. SG also expressed appreciation to Audrey Gardner (AG), who had worked with passion 
and humour for all these years and quoted her comments concerning the Glasgow School of Art and her multiyear 
involvement with the AHSS.   
SG noted that unfortunately, we had not yet had news to report on the former Royal High School outcome, but we 
would hopefully have in due course. SG closed off his address by expressing a tremendous thanks to all 
caseworkers, underlining that buildings are indeed essential and thankfully, we have the whole country to play with.  
We look forward to another busy year ahead.   
 
4. Trustees’ Report for the year ended 31 March 2019 
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Item 4 preceded Item 3.  
Jocelyn Cunliffe (JC), Vice-Chair wished MR a speedy recovery and read out his Chairman’s Review of the Year 
from the Annual Report. JC noted that regarding the former Royal High School outcome an email circulated the 
night before informed that the position was that the Report had not gone to the Ministers yet.  
     
 
5. Presentation of the independently examined Accounts for the year ended 31 March 2019 

Caroline Roussot (CR) introduced herself: she had been helping HMcB for the past three years, and was standing 
in the current elections for the post of Honorary Treasurer.   
 
CR talked through the accounts (pp.12-14) and drew comparisons between 2018 & 2019. CR reported that overall 
in the 2019 year, we had made a loss of £28,000, made up of deficit of £43,000 on the Royal High School (RHS) 
campaign and other casework, and a surplus of £15,000 on ‘core’ ongoing activities.  In the current year, no further 
expenditure on the RHS campaign was anticipated, and our fundraising, via the Spring and Autumn Magazines, to 
make up this deficit had already raised over £20,000.   
 
In relation to core ongoing activities, 2019 was a good year, with the profits of a very successful study tour to 
Dumfries & Galloway, and with two years’ worth of Gift Aid claims made (all claims are now up to date).  Our costs 
are expected to be reasonably stable for the next year, and the overall result for 2020 may be close to zero.  The 
Trustees continue to seek new sources of ongoing funding and to raise the Society’s profile with new 
demographics, via events and collaborations.   
 
We have no grant funding; our position is relatively stable; but what may seem like ‘standing still’ in fact requires 
much work.  
 
At 31 March 2019, the Society had net assets of £214,000 (2018: £242,000).  
 
Questions on investments:  
John Gerrard (JG) noted that Rio Tinto & Shell are generally considered ‘unethical’ investment choices and asked if 
the Society’s ethical profile could be improved. CR agreed and noted that this question was raised last year as well.  
The decision to hold our investments as funds (with agreed ethical criteria), rather than individual shares, had been 
taken some time ago by Council and will be implemented as priorities allow and hopefully in a rather less turbulent 
economic context. 
 
Proposer: Jocelyn Cunliffe  
Seconded: Richard Austin 
 
6. Appointment of Independent Examiners for 2019-2020 

Henderson Loggie were appointed by general approval. 
 
Proposer: Sheila Christie  
Seconded: Richard Austin 
 
7. Elections to Council 
 
HMcB has retired from Council. Peter Drummond (PD) & MR were re-elected. CR (Hon. Treasurer), Krystyna 
Campbell (KC), Elizabeth Graham (EG) and Caroline McFarlane (CMcF) were elected Directors of the AHSS by 
general approval. 

Proposer: Adam Swan 
Seconded: Henrietta Simpson 
8. Group Reports / Local Convenors 
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 Strathclyde Group: SG read the Strathclyde Group Annual Report which had been circulated with the AGM 
papers. In 2018/19, the groups had organised 5 lectures and 4 summer outings. AG has now retired from 
the post of Cases Panel Secretary; Iain Wotherspoon (IW) paid a tribute to her service.   

 Tayside and East Fife: Adam Swan (AS) presented the group’s Annual Report and reported that the group 
was working on the programme for the 2020 Dundee Conservation Lectures series coming up in February 
2020. In 2018/19, the group had organised 6 outings.  
There are plans to re-start a Dundee and Angus Cases Panel, and AS encouraged members to get in 
touch with Sarah Kettles (SK) should they wish to become involved.   

 JC reported that the Forth & Borders Group is without a Chairman, but the Committee is meeting as usual. 
The group’s Summer events were very well attended. The Forth & Borders Cases Panel continues to do 
well and is reinforced by  Conservation Masters students from Edinburgh University.   
 

No other reports had been received.  

9.  AOB 

CD said that he would be giving a lunchtime lecture on 5 November at General Register House in Edinburgh, on 
Gordon Castle on the use of archives to uncover the history of a garden.  

JG asked about the membership numbers. CR responded that numbers were currently below those reported in the 
accounts (942 memberships) due to the removal of non-payers. SG added that Christmas was coming up and 
invited members to recruit friends and family and to give the gift of AHSS membership.   

John Whittall (JW) wondered whether the disbandment of the Regional Committees of the Art Fund might be a 
source of new members or volunteers. John Beaton (JB) responded that due to data protection and other issues, 
this could be by word of mouth only.  

SG reiterated thanks to everybody. 

The meeting closed at 12.48. 


