
	

AHSS Cases Panels |  National Office  |  15 Rutland Square, Edinburgh EH1 2BE  
0131 557 0019  |  nationaloffice@ahss.org.uk  |  www.ahss.org.uk    

The Architectural Heritage Society (AHSS) is a registered charity: SC007554REG. The Society is registered as a Company Limited by Guarantee: SC356726 
Chair: Martin Robertson BA (Hons) Dip Hist Art 
 

Speaking for  
Scotland’s Buildings 
	

@theahss 

29th April 2021 
 
Euan Calvert 
Planning and Economic Development 
Scottish Borders Council 
Council Headquarters 
Newtown St. Boswells 
Melrose 
TD6 0SA 
 
Dear Mr Calvert, 
 
RE: 21/00549/LBC | Cherrytrees House, Kelso 
 
Thank you for your consultation on this application.  The AHSS Forth & Borders Cases Panel objects to the 
removal of the fireplace and flue. 
 
Although the two wings are clearly later, they provide the two most prominent principal rooms to the entrance 
façade of this B-listed classical mansion, and part of their balance includes their two chimneys.  This proposal 
removes the fireplace from the present kitchen, which is a significant element that connects the room with its 
former use and status.  The fireplace should be retained. 
 
Without the fireplace, the single chimney loses both its purpose and some of its physical support.  While the latter 
is unlikely to cause its immediate downfall, in the future, with no practical purpose, the balancing effect of this 
solitary chimney may be lost to the detriment of the building.  Its purpose should be retained, and the existing 
fireplace location also retained, to maintain the historic interest of the property. 
 
We do not object to the general principle of inserting a French door in this elevation, as we note a similar door in 
the mirrored wing, but this would need to be within the space defined by the end of the quoins externally and the 
side of the fire surround internally.  It is not clear whether this would provide sufficient space for the desired door, 
and its stair would need re-thinking, but these complexities should not excuse the destruction of the fireplace and 
flue in a principal room of a B-listed mansion. 
 
We have no concerns over the other elements of this application. 
 
Yours sincerely, 
 
Dr Alastair Disley, Convenor 
on behalf of the Forth & Borders Cases Panel 


