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12th May 2021 
 
Ranald Dods 
Planning and Economic Development 
Scottish Borders Council 
Council Headquarters 
Newtown St. Boswells 
TD6 0SA 
 
Dear Mr Dods, 
 
RE: 21/00567/LBC | Raemartin House, West Linton 
 
Thank you for your consultation on this application.  The AHSS Forth & Borders Cases Panel objects to the use of 
Spanish slate on this B-listed property. 
 
With the lack of availability of new Scots slate, the Spanish heavy slates (Cupa Heavy 3, Fesco Caledonian etc.) 
are the best of the cheaper Spanish, Chinese and other overseas slates, and are suitable for use in new builds and 
some replacement work in conservation areas. 
 
However they are still very different from the types of slate traditionally used in Scotland, which are primarily from 
Scottish sources but also Cumbria and Wales.  We have taken a close look at these Spanish heavy slates in a 
number of recent projects, including on listed buildings in the Borders, and our conclusion is that they are not 
sufficiently similar in appearance and performance to Scots slate.  Their colour, when wet and dry, is different from 
any of the British slates, appearing more uniformly grey-black.  Their width is rigidly uniform, without the variation 
traditionally found in British sources.  They are also unable to easily replicate traditional coursing, but as the 
coursing here is regular, that is not an issue for this site.  Overall, these slates appear almost artificial, except 
where bowed slates have been incorrectly laid as part of a main pitch. 
 
There is still good availability of both Cumbrian and Welsh blue-grey slate which is a far closer match for 
Ballachulish slate than any of the Spanish slates, and reclaimed Scots slate is sometimes available.  As Scottish 
slate traditionally has a lifespan of many hundreds of years, and it is normally the nails and, sometimes, the sarking 
that fail, re-use rates are typically achievable which allow at least the front pitch to be clad in reclaimed slate from 
the existing roof.  As this is a more involved process than a simple strip and re-slate, we find that roofers often 
prefer the easier job of re-slating with new slate, but in the case of a listed building, the loss of historic character 
that results from even the best Spanish slate is excessive and one of the alternatives should be pursued. 
 
Yours sincerely, 
 
Dr Alastair Disley, Convenor 
on behalf of the Forth & Borders Cases Panel 


