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25th May 2021 
 
Ranald Dods 
Planning and Economic Development 
Scottish Borders Council 
Council Headquarters 
Newtown St. Boswells 
Melrose 
TD6 0SA 
 
Dear Mr Dods, 
 
RE: 21/00696/LBC | Garvald Home Farm, Dolphinton 
 
Thank you for your consultation on this application.  The AHSS Forth & Borders Cases Panel objects to one 
element of this proposal. 
 
We note that this B-listed farmhouse retains the courtyard plan of its original service buildings with high-quality 
ornamental details and traditional features.  We welcome the fact that its current use permits these buildings to 
retain similar uses to their original functions, and are content to see some modifications to facilitate this ongoing 
use. 
 
However the large door proposed for the living and dining room is of excessive width. Forming the new opening 
would be an unnecessary loss of historic fabric.  The size of the opening is out of scale with the modest proportions 
of the door and window openings across this elevation, which maintain a primarily portrait orientation. 
 
The elevation has clearly been modified, and therefore we would not object to the door being replaced with a 
similar approach to the bedrooms immediately adjacent.  However the multi-pane sash window should be retained 
to avoid detracting from the existing character of this elevation. 
 
In the courtyard, we note that the arrangement of random squared rubble is particularly unusual, and therefore the 
stonework removed to make way for the door should be carefully set aside for future reuse, perhaps where erosion 
is prevalent above the archway. 
 
We do not believe that the proposed wide glazed doors adequately respect the special interest of this property, 
conflicting with Local Development Plan Policy EP7 (Listed Buildings). 
 
Yours sincerely, 
 
Dr Alastair Disley, Convenor 
on behalf of the Forth & Borders Cases Panel 


