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Speaking for  
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27th July 2021 
 
Ranald Dods 
Planning and Economic Development 
Scottish Borders Council 
Council Headquarters 
Newtown St. Boswells 
Melrose 
TD6 0SA 
 
Dear Mr Dods, 
 
RE: 21/01106/LBC | Braeside, Romanno Bridge 
 
Thank you for your consultation on this application.  The AHSS Forth & Borders Cases Panel objects to some 
parts of this proposal. 
 
The property in question is a B-listed former post office situated within the settlement of Romanno Bridge, clearly 
built to function as three separate buildings.  The applicant proposes various changes to adapt the property, 
including the removal of a substantial wall which currently separates the existing kitchen and dining area.  Although 
the applicant notes that there is no fireplace (presumably referring to a mantelpiece, rather than a fireplace 
location) and that the chimney is blocked, the removal of such a significant amount of historic fabric would be 
detrimental to the character of the building.  Alterations to historic buildings should be readily reversible to ensure 
no lasting damage to their significance, and the proposed scheme would cause irreversible damage.  
 
The wall in question has substantial skews, missing from the other dividing wall, and the masonry outside suggests 
that this may have been the original end of the row, but with the stonework staggered to allow future keying-in of 
the subsequent block to the NE.  This gable wall is therefore highly significant to our understanding of the history of 
the property, and deserving of preservation.  If the remainder of the interior is as stripped-back as suggested, a 
similar large space within one of the original cottage spaces would not be objectionable – it is the significance of 
this former gable wall to the building that makes the level of removals here inappropriate. 
 
This application is therefore contrary at present to Policy EP7, set out in the Scottish Borders Local Development 
Plan to preserve historic buildings. As such, we object to the application as it stands. 
 
Yours sincerely, 
 
Dr Alastair Disley, Convenor 
on behalf of the Forth & Borders Cases Panel 


