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This comment was submitted by the AHSS Highlands & Islands Cases Panel via an online planning portal 
 
Council: Fife 
Application reference: 21/00665/LBC 
Address: 6 Pilmuir Street, Dunfermline 
Date AHSS comment submitted: 14th April 2021 
 
The building in question is the 1912 Women's Institute, funded by the Carnegie Dunfermline Trust, as a meeting 
place for women, later used as a youth centre and most recently as a club. The building, though altered, still retains 
elements of its original floor plan, ancillary accommodation and staircases that define the flow of the property. It is a 
prime example of a 20th century community building, and contributes to the varied character of the conservation 
area.  
 
The AHSS objected to a similar proposal submitted in 2020. On review, we similarly object to the application on the 
following grounds: 
 
1) The significant downtakings on the first and second floor result in the compromise of the integrity of the building. 
Although already altered, further removals significantly diminish the character of the building and take it further in 
design from the original listed structure. As outlined by HES, internal down takings of original walls should be 
avoided unless structurally necessary. The lack of a condition report, or indeed any evidence to support these 
changes, suggests that the interior structure is sound and should be left as is (HES, Managing Change in the 
Historic Environment: Interiors, 2016 p12). 
 
2) The removal of the southernmost staircase (labelled staircase 1) is of serious detriment to the character of the 
building. Stairs are integral fixtures of listed buildings and are protected as such (HES as above, p7). No evidence 
is provided to suggest that this is not an original staircase, and as a result it should be retained, like the internal 
walls, as a core element of the original plan. 
 
3) Much of the work seems to remove original partition walls and replace them with slightly thinner walls, 
development that largely ignores the value of the historic structure. Historic Environment Policy Scotland HEP1 
states that 'Decisions affecting any part of the historic environment should be informed by an inclusive 
understanding of its breadth and cultural significance'. Very little evidence Is provided to demonstrate the 
applicants understanding and appreciation of the significance of the structure. 
 
4) The loss of the roof plan and the addition of a visible flat roof (from street level) is detrimental to the character of 
the building. HES advice on the alteration of roofs states that "New work should normally match the original as 
closely as possible" and that "A roof extension may not fit comfortably where long views are important to the profile 
of a building" (HES, Managing Change in the Historic Environment: Roofs pp6-7). The extension into the roof 
space, visible from the principal south elevation as well as the north and east does not fit with the original roof 
structure and detracts from the profile of the building. 
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We object to these elements of the proposals, as they do not respect the special interest of this property. This 
conflicts with local guidance and national guidance on the historic environment. 
 


