
	

AHSS Cases Panels |  National Office  |  15 Rutland Square, Edinburgh EH1 2BE  
0131 557 0019  |  nationaloffice@ahss.org.uk  |  www.ahss.org.uk    

The Architectural Heritage Society (AHSS) is a registered charity: SC007554REG. The Society is registered as a Company Limited by Guarantee: SC356726 
Chair: Martin Robertson BA (Hons) Dip Hist Art 
 

Speaking for  
Scotland’s Buildings 
	

@theahss 

This comment was submitted by the AHSS Highlands & Islands Cases Panel via an online planning portal 
 
Council: Highlands 
Application reference: 21/00431/LBC 
Address: Lochmore Lodge, Achfary, Lairg  
Date AHSS comment submitted: 5th March 2021 
 
The AHSS Highlands and Islands Cases Panel has reviewed this application and wishes to object for the following 
reasons:  
 
We understand that the purpose of this application is to support a scheme which will hope to provide a long-term, 
sustainable, and active use for the Lodge and associated estate buildings (LB51897, Category C). 
 
We accept that some of the later ranges to the rear of the site are of less interest due to their somewhat incoherent, 
ad-hoc addition over decades. As such, their careful removal would not, on balance, harm the special architectural 
and historic interest of the listed building and its setting.  
 
However, some of the areas identified for demolition look to have greater architectural and social-historic value 
than others - for example, the building to the South-East of the site (which currently occupies the area identified for 
'New Soft Landscaping/New tree planting'). Given the now substantial amount of demolition proposed ie. the sweep 
of structures between the Lodge and Vaults, including the kitchen block, in order to create a larger courtyard, it 
would be reasonable to consider if this building, identified in the listed building record as 'former bothy/gardener's 
cottage adjoining to SE', could be usefully retained as a revision to the scheme consented in 2019 (19/03558/LBC). 
 
While a likely later addition, it is not without interest and pleasing detailing, and its retention as part of a scheme 
would ensure that, to some degree, the development and phrasing of the estate in the 19th and 20th century can 
still be observed.  
 
In this instance, a degree of intervention, including demolition, can be justified as part of this scheme. However, we 
hope that the applicants will consider a more judicious and discriminate approach to demolitions, and only where 
the loss can be justified in the context of a demonstrable gain. 
 
 


